
PARTICIPANTS 

Over 2100 young, male and 
female athletes participated in 
the 6-day event. The centralized 
location sparked renewed interest 

in the competition with
representation from all regions of representation from all regions of 
the country. Participation 
increased by nearly 55% over 

2014.2

Female
54%

Male
46%

GENDER

8 and Under
Age 9-10
Age 11-12
Age 13-14
Age 15-16
Age 17-18
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The USATF Illinois Association hosted the 2015 USATF Hershey Youth 
Outdoor Championships from June 30 – July 5 in Lisle, IL. The event 
proved to be a success bringing in thousands of athletes and spectators 
for the July 4th holiday. Dozens of Chicago, suburban restaurants and 
businesses benefited from the visitors with an estimated total economic 
impact of $937,000 for just the city of Lisle.1 The economic impact alone 
does not paint the complete picture of the magnitude of this competition. 
From participants and spectators to event management and sponsors, the From participants and spectators to event management and sponsors, the 
Hershey Youth Championships puts up impressive numbers and is an event 
where all should be eager to get involved!
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Is estimated that over 3600 parents, spectators, and coaches, converged on Benedictine University to 

cheer on their favorite athletes and teams. Just like the athletes, the loyal spectators visited from all 

over the country, were diverse, and were affiliated with the event in a number of capacities.3

3616  SPECTATORS



HEADS IN BEDS

Three major hotel chains served as host hotels for the Championships. 
Hilton Lisle, Hyatt Lisle, and Sheraton Lisle reported nearly 1,000 
combined hotel nights.4 With the majority of spectators staying 2 or 
more days of the week-long competition, we are confident other area 
hotels experienced increased traffic as a direct result of the 
Championships.5 

SUPPORT FROM NEAR AND FAR



5.  Data retrieved from 2015 USATF Hershey   
 Youth Outdoor Spectator Survey.
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4.  966 hotel nights as reported by Lisle    
 Convention & Visitors Bureau.

3.  Estimation based on an aggregate of    
 2015 ticket revenue & spectator survey   
 and historical spectator numbers.

2.  Participants for the 2014 USA Youth     
 Outdoor Championships – 1402.

1.  Online PR News – 08-May-2015 – Sports   
 And Meeting Planning In  Chicago     
 Combine to Bring the 2015 Hershey
 Youth Championships to Lisle

Led by USATF Illinois President, Brenda Kimbrough, 
the local organizing committee had a dedicated team 
of nearly 40 members and timers. The group spent 
countless hours on event preparation and marketing 
to ensure the Hershey Youth Outdoor Championships 
was one of the most memorable, national youth 
track & field competitions of the year.

Benedictine University and the Sports Complex staff Benedictine University and the Sports Complex staff 
worked closely with the team to provide
state-of-the-art facilities and a welcoming

environment to visitors. 

As part of their title sponsorship, The Hershey Company 
hosted a welcome celebration for athletes, parents and 
coaches on Friday July 3rd. 500 people attended and were 

treated to a cookout, carnival and special guest
appearances from Olympians Deedee Trotter and Lauren 
Williams. All registered participants received a
commemorative NIKE backpack and those crowned
individual individual champions in the 15-16 and 17-18 age

divisions received a customized ring.

HERSHEY CELEBRATION AND TITLE SPONSORSHIP

THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE IT POSSIBLE


